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Dear Supervisors:

OLD LEONA SCHOOLHOUSE MUSEUM RESTORATION PROJECT,
APPLICATION FOR CALIFORNIA POINT OF HISTORICAL INTEREST
(FIFTH SUPERVISIORIAL DISTRICT)

(3-VOTES)

SUBJECT

Recommending approval to register the Old Leona Valley Schoolhouse as a California Point of
Historical Interest.

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD:

Approve and submit to the California Office of Historical Preservations (COHP) the application for
registration of the Leona Valley Schoolhouse as a California Point of Historical Interest, as submitted

by the West Antelope Valley Historical Society.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

On June 1, 1999, your Board reviewed and approved an application to register the Old Leona Valley
Schoolhouse as a California Point of Historical Interest with COHP. Regrettably, the application was

denied due to the use of improper forms used by the West Antelope Valley Historical Society.

The Leona Valley Town Council and the West Antelope Valley Historical Society has resubmitted the

application to the Commission for recommendation to your Board for review and approval.

At its meeting held October 12, 2012, the Historical Landmarks and Records Commission,
determined that the project is still worthy of being designated as a California Point of Historical
Interest.
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The local historical significance of the Schoolhouse is substantiated by its association with early
settlement, development and the history of public education in Southern California. Among the
“homesteader-boom” era schools, this structure is the only one in the north county region dating from
that era still standing, which reflects the Victorian “little red schoolhouse” vernacular tradition. The
building will be used as an interpretive tool within a museum setting, making it imperative that the
original historic structure be preserved as completely as possible.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals

The recommendation and approval of this application is consistent with the County’s Strategic Plan
Goals Nos.1 and 3 (Operational Effectiveness and Integrated Services Delivery). Point of Historical
Interest designation is important as a means of including the structure under the purview of the State
Historic Building code. It would enable the preservation and protection of a local historical resource,
which the Commission encourages and supports.

Strateqgic Asset Management Principles Compliance

N/A

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

There will be no fiscal/financial impact to the County of Los Angeles.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

Consideration of the application and the decision to recommend to the Board was conducted at a
properly noticed, public meeting of the Los Angeles County Historical Landmarks and Records
Commission, held in the Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration on October 12, 2012, at 9:30 a.m.
There were no protests to the recommended action.

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION

N/A

CONTRACTING PROCESS

N/A

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTYS)

Designation of the Old Leona Valley Schoolhouse as a California Point of Historical Interest will have
no impact on current County services, programs and/or projects.

CONCLUSION

N/A
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Respectfully submitted,

W

LOUIS SKELTON
Chairman

AJ:bf
Enclosures

C: Chief Executive Officer
Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors



AGENDA ITEM 4

WEST ANTELOPE VALLEY

HISTORICAL SOCIETY

P.0. BOX 1972
LANCASTER, CA 93539

September 12, 2012

LOS ANGELES COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
HISTORICAL LANDMARKS AND RECORDS COMMISSION
500 W. Temple Street, Room B30

Los Angeles, CA 60012

To Whom it May Concern:

We will be filing an Application for Nomination of a Resource to the California Register of Historical
Resources with the California Office of Historic Preservation. We are nominating our Leona Valley
Schoolhouse for registration as a California Point of Historical Interest. A copy of the Application
is enclosed.

Your agency previously determined, in 1999, that this structure was worthy of designation as a
California Point of Historical Interest. A copy of the Recommendation to the Board of Supervisors
isenclosed. The significance ofthe Leona Vallev Schoolhouse is substantiated by its association with
early settlement and development of education in Southern California. Among the “homesteader-
boom” era schools, this structure is the only one in the north county region dating from that era still
standing which reflects the Victorian “little red schoolhouse™ vernacular tradition. The building will
be used as an interpretive tool within a museum setting, making it imperative that the original
structure be preserved as completely as possible. This designation would bring it under the purview
of the State Historic Building Code and enabie us to protect this valuable local historical resource.

After the Board of Supervisors approved the previous Application, it was forwarded to the State
Office of Historic Preservation. They declined it due to the use of improper forms. Our Society is
now resubmitting the Application.

We understand that you have 90 days to provide written comments on the Application before we file
it with the state. Please send your comments to the undersigned at the above address.

Thank you for your consideration,
Pony 7l
) o C’Ié“ 2
% AL L
Peggy Fuller

WAVHS Grant Committee
(661)270-0771



State of California - The Resources Agency
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION
OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION

APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION

CALIFORNIA HISTORICAL LANDMARK
(Results in automatic listing in the California Register)

A | CALIFORNIA POINT OF HISTORICAL INTEREST

NAME OF HISTORIC PROPERTY
LEONA VALLEY SCHOOLHOUSE

ADDRESS
8367 Elizabeth Lake Road

CITYISTATE/ZIP CODE
Leona Valley, CA 83551

COUNTY ASSESSOR'S PARCEL NO.
Los Angeles 3205 006 010

NAME OF OWNER OF HISTORIC PROPERTY
West Antelope Valley Historical Society

ADDRESS
P.C. Box 1872

CITYISTATE/ZIP CODE
Lancaster, CA 93539

NAME OF APPLICANT APPLICANT TELEPHONE NO.
West Antelope Valley Historical Society 1{643‘!) 270-0771

ACDRESS
P.O. Box 1972

CITY/ISTATE/ZIP CCDE
Lancaster, CA 93539

RECOMMENDED BY CHAIR, STATE HISTORICAL RESOURCES COMMISSION DATE

APPROVED BY DIRECTOR, CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION DATE

DESIGNATION NO.

ofregistration '04



| State of California - The Resourcas Agency Brimary #

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRi #
PRIMARY RECORD Trinomial
NRHP St2¢tus Code
{ Other Listings
Review Code Reviewer - Date
Page 1 of 9 *Resource Name or #: LEONA VALLEY SCHOGLHOUSE
P1. Cther Identifier:
*P2. Location: [J Net for Publication X Unrestricted “a, County: Los Angeles
and (P2b and P2c or P2d. Atach & Tocation Map s nectssary.)
*b. USGS 7.5' Quad: Slecpy Valley Date: 1995 T6N : R 13W; Section 3
¢. Address: 8367 Elizabeth Lake Road  City: Leona Valley Zip: 93551
d. UTM: Zone: 10 . mE/ mN{G.P8)

e. Other Locational Data: (e.g, parcel #, directions to resouree, <levation. efc., as appropriste) Elevation: Assessors 11D #3205 (006 010
*P3a. Description: (Deseribe resource and its major elements. Include design. materials, condition. alterations. size, setting. and boundaries)

The Leona Valley Schoolhonse is & typical early 20 century one-room schoolhouse, Tt is 4 vernacular stvle onc-story wood frame building
with one large room where students of all ages and grade levels would receive their education from one teacher. It was originally built ina T-
shaped plan with the nearly square schoolreom raeasuring 27 x 306", This portion was fronted by u vestibule providing sccess and also used
as a closkroom. It had redwood freming with triple-tiered 3" clapboard siding and wood trim. | had a three bav fromt, horizontal siding, and
an asphalt shingle gable roof. It sat om a conerete foundation,

‘The gable roof of the vestibule s roorted 4 hip-roofed open cupela that served as a bell tower. The gable end of the vestibule was decorated
with ornamental wood moiding. Poth the comice/eave ends and fhe peaks of the vestibule and classroom gable ends were fitted with
omamental brackets. The three gables had narrow barge boerds on the roof ends while rafters were exposed on the eaves. Fach had slatted
vents below the ridge boards. A herizontal wooden molding band at the base of the gable in the two classroom zabie ends separated two
different widths of horizontal siding. The upper arcas of these gable ends appesr to have originally been painted a darker color than the
nower,

The vestibule portion of the building had two double-humg windows flanking the double door cniryway at the gable end. An additional
double-hung window was installed in each of the side walls of the vestibule. The classroom portion of the strueture had similas windows
flanking the vestibule on the entryway side of the stricture as well as two double-hung windews on the lefi-hand gable end.  The opposite
side had no windows due to the interior positioning of a painted blackboard. Thers were two scts of three double-hung windows on the hack
wall of the building. The original color of the schoolhouse wos bright yellow with a red roof.

The building was plain in that it lacked much exterior emamentation and was quite utilitarian. This carried over to the interior which was
simply one large room. The ceiling and interior walls wers lath and plaster on the voper portion with wood wrinseoting on the lower lever.
The tloors were hardwood. As mentioned above, there was a blackboard along one entire sids of the building that consisted of black paint on
plaster. Heating was provided by a single cast-iron burning stove. Kerosene lamps it the inteor prior to the advent of electricity.,

The Schoolhouse has been moved onto a new contrete block basement for its foundation. Tt remains in fair condition for its age with most of
115 original components intacl. Los Angeles County building inspectors have rated it structurally sound. Most of the changes are a result of
age, weather, or overall lack of mairtenance. The front of the Schoolhouse was alterad by removal of the cloakrooms when it was moved from
its original location in about 1938. The gable end ficade of the vestibule was telescoped back onto the facade of the classtoom portion of the
building. The cupola wes also removed at that time. The center gable rool'is now covered in newer asphalt shingles with the gable ends

sheathed in wood shakes. The exterior paint has deteriorated and is missing in many places. The windows were ~cmoved for safckeeping
and will be replaced. The openings are presently covered with phrwood for protection,

The interior is in good conditien except that most of the plaster was removed from the walls and ceiling o reduce the overall weight when the
building was moved 10 its present location. The blackboard plaster remains intact. The floor and wainscoting are relatively undamaged.
Wiring was installed for lighting at some early time and will be replaced. The restoration pham for the schoothonse includes the restoration
and repositioning of this facade back 1o its original location at the gabie end of the reconstructed vestibule. The cupola will also be
reconstrucied.

"The schoolhouse 1s located on 4 four-acre property owned by the Leona Valley Improvement Association. a local nonprofit group which
maintains a comnunity building for the use of residents. The Commirnity Building was assembled from two WWTI barracks joined together
in the 1950°s and retains its origine? roral feel, Adiacent 1o the Schoolhonse is a relatively new building designed 1o look like 1 “big red
barn” and used as & museum for local artifacts. Part of the Museum is an open shed which houses equinment from the early local wine
industry. Both the Museum and Schoolhouse are maintained by the West Antclope Valley Histarizal Society which has a 99-year lease from
the Leona Valley Improvement Association. There are mumerous trees on the property and around the schoolhouse which sits at the top of the
hilly rural property.




IState of Caffornia— The Fesoubees Armnny Priraary #

|
|DEPARTMENT OF PARKE ANDRECREATION™ " MR werenn’ i ol o
Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)LEONA VALLEY SCHOOLHOUSE

Page 2 of _Q
*P3b. Resource Atiributes: (List stiributes and codes) (}iP13) Ednootional Building
*P4. Resources Present: EBuilding DOStructure DOObject DSite CDistriet  DElement of District CJOther (Isolates, etc.)

Piu. Photo or Drawing (Photo reguired for puildings, ractures. and ohiaas )

P3b. Description of Photo: (View. date, accession #) Figure 1. Front and west side of Leona Valley Schoolhouse, Pegey Fuller 4/19/2012

*P§. Date Constructed/Age snd Sonrres: FBHistoric [Prehistoric CiBotk Estimated date of construction is 1915, based on
research of County School District records.

*P7. Owner and Address: West Antelope Valley Historical Society, P.O. Box 1972, Lancaster, CA 93539-1972

*P8. Recorded by: (Name, afiitistion, andaddress) Pegzy Fuller, West Antelope Valley Historical Socicty, P.O. Box 1972, Lancaster, CA
93539-1972

*PS. Date Recorded: July 1, 2012
"P18. Survey Type: (Duserive) California Register nomination
*P1l. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or exfer "none."} None

*Attachments: TINONE  [Dlocation Map OSketch Map [EContinuation Sheet  KBuilding, Structure, and Object’ Record
I:IArc_haeelogical Record  OIDistrict Record  [llLinear Feature Record [IMilling Ststion Revord ORock Art Record

DPR 5234 (1/95) *Required information

B P, R,



State of California— The Resources Agsncy Primary # _]
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRH#

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD

Puge3 of 9 *NRHP Status Code 7

*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)  LEONA VALLEY SCHOOLHOUSE
B1l. Tistoric Name: Leona Valley Schoolhouse
B2, Common Name: Old Leona Valley Schoolhouse
33, Original Use: Educational B4, Present Use: Vacant
*BS. Architectural Style: Vernacular
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date. alterstions. and date of aherations Built about 1915, vestibule and cupola removed about 1938,

*B7. Moved? [ONo EYes OUnknown  Date: 1938 Original Location: Southeast comer of Elizabeth Lake Road
and Bougquet Canyon Road.
*B8. Related Features:
BYa. Architect: Unknown b. Builder: Unknown, probably local ranchers
*B10. Significance: Theme: One-room schoolhouse Arcar Leona Vallev
Period of Significance: 1915-1938 Praperty Type: One-room schoolhotise Applicable Criteria: 1.2, and 3

(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural contest as defined by theme. period, and geographic scope. Also address regrity.)

The Leona Vallev Schoolbouse is significant as one of the last fepresentative intact exammles of early 20™ centiry counlry one-room
schoolhousss in the rural areas of fos Angeles County. It is elioible for the California Register under Criterion 1 as it is associated with
events which have made a significsm contribution to the broad patterns of regional history, namely, the develerment of the rural public school
system. Schools in the Antelope Valley area of Los Angeles County started being built in the late 1800s, sach with its own school district.
These districts were eventually consolidated in the 1940s due to the population growth in Antelope Valley. The ceding of local community
control to larger and less localized districts and boards spelled the demise of the ome-room schasThonse.

The Schoolhouse reflects in its history a whole pioneer community way of hife swept away by World War T and its aftermath. In the era of its
use. local face-to-face social activities, such as, dances, prayer meelings, and improvement gronp meetings were centered there in a
commenity where everyone literally knew everyone eise. The school was the community #nd, like the community, was an expression of grass-
roots values, local autonomy, and local responsibility. Toduy it evnresses not only the architectural verracu’=- of its time and place, but also
the self-conscious rursl and pioneer values of that last era of homesteading from 1910 througk the 1930s. This was an era when those {rontier
values were combined with a Progressive Fra belief in populism and technical fmprovement, both of which are reflected in the schoolhouse.

In addition, the Schoolhouse is associated with events which have made a significant contribution to the local history, as it represents the
beginnings of Leona Velley as a community of people mather then simply a place where ranchers hordad thair cartle and sheep. It served not
only uan educational function, but was also [eona Vatley’s community center. B was a local meeting place for cultural, political, and religious
events. These included elections, town hall meetings, conrmmity dances, and other social events, Like other schoels of the era before World
War II, it defined rural identity and social ife. The role of social activities, such as. dances and parties in bringing pioneer neighbors together
on Saturday nights was particularly important. In additsn, the commumity school district board was commosed of many of the local ranchers.
The board was responsible for running the school, keeping it mointained, and hiring and pusing the teachers. As the principal local elected
political body, it functioned as the lecal government and reflecied civie identity.

The Leona Valley Schoolhouse is also eligible for the California Register under Criterion 3 since it embodies the distinctive characteristics of
a fype. namely, one-room schoolhouses. Tt is a umique example of public ahitecture. It represents an interesting and unicue vernacular
expression combining several architectural sivles snd traditions. it reflects a popular nineteents centrm American tradition of one room
school corstruction that can be traced back throvs® much of the Victorian era. The vestibule with its gable end fucade and the bell cupola
clearly mark the building as influenced by this traditional style which, by 1915, was clearly wizpped In considerable popular nostalgia.
Durirg this decade, a homesteading boom in the Antelope Valley bromght the construction of a nurrher of ore room schools. This was the last
wave of building of this school type in northern Los Angeles County. Amone thesa homestead-hoom era schools, this structore perhaps most
clearly reflected the Victorian “little red schoolhouse™ iradition. Other Jocal schoolhouses were built in a similar style, as exemplified by the
still existing Old Palmdale Schoothouse located in the nearby city of Palmdale, Nesrly all of the other original smal} schoolhouses in the
Antelope Valley area have been demolished.

The construction style of the Schocthouse was alse clearly influenced by new genres of residential and other architectum! styles established in
California by the decade of the teens. The development of the Califbmia bungalow style within the Arts and Crafts movement brought new
building features to California by this time, Thesa inciuded the use of exposed raflers, flattor gabled roofs, and plain wood comice/cave
brackets. This influence of bungalow and other current urhan style features is echoed in the Schoothouse structire. Tt meludes use of exposed
rafters and plain wood decorative brackets, decortive molding on the vestibule fucade, and gable-fice vents for the shallow attic. Tt can also
be seen in a slight flattening of the moof gable In comparisen with Viciodan practice, and the dividing of the classroom gable ends into upper
and lower areas, each with different paint tones and siding types. These influences were combined with more traditional stylistic notions by
local builders to create a uniquely expressive rural structure. This amalgam of styles expressed the mix of rural picneer ethos and southern
California urban experience that was so characteristic of many local settlers in the teens,
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Antelope Valley is the northernmost portion of Los Angeles County. R is genemily described as the high desert area with surrounding
foathills in the San CGabriel Monmains. & has always berm nural and agricultural. Leona Valley is one of the snall commumities located in the
foethills at about 3500° elevation. It was created by the San Andreas Fault which rans through the center of town. Elizabeth Lake Road. a
two-lane street, is the main Iighway and rms along the fault line.  The schoolhouss was originally built at the mtersection of Elizabeth Lake
Road and Beuquet Canvon Road, approximately one mile from the val fey cenfer. The Leona Vallev Schoolhouse is now located about one-
half mile further west on Elizabeth Lake Road.

The valley was called Leonds Valley in the late 1800s, named after Miguel Leonis who owned about 7,000 acres in the area. Te was known
as the “King of Calabasas” and was the third richest man in Califernia. with land holdings throughout the San Fernando Valley and into
Ventura County. He used the Leona Valley ares to run his cattle and sheep. I thel880s, Gorman, Swiss. and Mexican settlers started
homesteading large tracts for the purnose of ranching. The first families in Leona Valley were the Ritters. Goddes, Andrades, and Muny’
Although from varied backgrounds, they shared a keen awareness of the value of ecucation. The omie room schoolhouses they built with their
own hands were monuments to the frontier ideal of individual freedom and opportunity.  This could only be reaiized if a persen could read
and write and had at least the rudiments of an educeion.

The first schoolhouse in Leona Valley was built abont 1880 and the Leonis School Dis=xt was formad in 1895, Over the next few vears,
small schoolhouses were built in various places 10 serve the tanch children. Abont1907, Frederick Goode, one of the loca! pioneers, donated
property for a larger schoolhouse. This propert was located on the southeast comer of the interseetion of Elizabeth Lake Road and Bouguet
Canvon Road. A school wus built there at that time and functioned wntil the Teona Valley Schoolhouse renlaced it sometime around 1915,
Research of the Cornty School District records was done in the 1960s by Naomi Darr Spangenberg (2 long time Leona Valley resident). Fler
research revealed that the Leona Valley Schoothouse was hult by local volonteers for a sum of $1500. The older building was then convertad
mnto a horse barn for the use of the students. The Leone Valley Schoothouse building served until 1938 when, again. a larger school was
needed for the expanding population. A new schosthouse (with indoor testrooms} was built on the same property snd was in use unti] 1965,
reputed to be the last active one-room schoathouse in Los Angeles County.

Afler 1938, the Schoolhouse contimied to have 2 usefil presence in the commmnity. It was moved to Ritter Park. approximately one-half mile
away. The Ritter brothers were erea pioneers who vwned more than 15,000 acres on which they ranched and farmed, They used the building
as a gun club which hosted many Hollvwood stars visiting the area to hmt and Ssh This pattern of movernent and rense of wood frame
stuctures was guite typical of desert and desert-marain communities. With the tradition of boom and bust in mining and agriculture, it was
not unusual for sett’ements to move. Large wagons pulled by mule teoms wwore nsed to meve frame #onres from place to place as their use
changed.

After 50 veurs at the Ritter Park location, the Lecns Valley Schoolhonse was threatened with demnlition when developers bought the
property. The West Antelope Valley Histrrinzl Saciety raised finds to build a fonndation and move the srcnire to its present site, which is
closer to the original site. It was successfully moved by trailer and placed on the new foundstion m 985, The Musenm located adjacent to
the Schoothouse contzins many period artifacts removed From the Ritter Ranch property, including wine presses and other farming equipment.
The Museum also exhibits local Native American artifacts, The Historical Society plans to use the schooihouse as an interpretive center and
conduct tours for schoolchildren to demonsiate education as it was a centry ago. The desiznotion of Historical Status would allow the use of
the State Historic Building Code, allowing for faithful restoration and preservation of the original historic fubric of the structure,

Despite the obvious changes to the Leona Valley Schoolhouse and s surroundings, the building has not lost its overall intesrity. It maintains
integrity of design since the overall floor plan remains primarily unchanged. No additions disturh the building's original design, inside or out,
The Schoofhouse retains the feel of the original workmanship, and has changed naturally over time. ‘{he sctting is still quite mural and recalls
the rural, agricuitural ife of the area. ‘

{This space reserved for official comnments. ) |




State of California - The Resources Agency Primary #
DEPARTMENT OF PARKE AND RECREATION HRE#

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD

Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) LEONA VALLEY SCHOOLHOUSE

Bli. Additional Resource Attributes: (List anributes and codes)  (HP135) Educational Building

*B12. References:
Gordon, J. Shelton, “1990 Incredible Tales, Stories, Reminiscences of Some of the South Antelope Valley Pioneers”, Antelope Valley

History, Vol.3, No.i, West Antelope Valley Historica] Society
Leona Valley Welcome Book, Serfoma, 2602

Miller, John, “Lecna Valley Schooihouse relocated”, Antelope Valley Press, May 17, 1989

Spangenberg, Naomi Darr. “History of Leona Valley Schoothouses™, 1963

Sutton, William J., “History of Leona Valley”, 1963

Bi3. Remarks: A previous Application for California Point of Ilistorical Inters= was submitted in 1999 It was approved by the Los

Angeles County Board of Supervisors on or about fona 1, 1999, T was forwarded to the Siate Historical Resource Comeission, The
application was withdrawn due to the use of incorrect forma. |t is now being resubmitted. '

*B14. Fraluater: Pegeyv Fuller
*Date of Evaluation: July 1, 2012
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CONTINUATION SHEET Trinomial
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*Recorded by: Peggy Fuller *oater 77172012 X Certinuation O Update

Figure 2, [axi side of Leona Valley Schoothouss wor Lo w0 Senny Fuller

Figure 3. Seck (honih sz of Leona Valiey E-taothouse 4i18/2012 Peggy Fulier
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Figure 5. Leonz Valiey Schoolhouse st Rittsr Panch sde, %¢r 1838, unksawt date or photographer
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Figure 6. Leona Valley Schosihouse with last attending class of studants, 1938, unknown whotographer
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Figure 7. Leona Valley Schoolhouse at Rit=r Ranc

11 sit=. on top of partial underground structure, showing back of schoolhouse,
unknown date or photographer




Leona Valley Improvement Association
P.O. Box 783
Leona Valley, CA 83551

September 12, 2012

W.A.V. HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P.O. Box 1972
Lancaster, CA 93539

Re: Leona Valley Schoolhouse
To Whom 1t May Concern:

The LVIA has reviewed your Application for Nomination of a Resource to the California
Register of Historical Resources. As the owner of the property where the Leona Valley
Schoolhouse is located, we are pleased to give our support and consent to such Nomination.
That portion of the property used by vour organization for the Schoolhouse and Museum has
been leased to your organization for a term of 99 years. The lease is memorialized by a Letter
of Agreement signed in 1988 which provides for a payment of $1 per year, but which was paid
in full at the time of the agreement.

Sincerely,

Jtiy)
Richard Thomas
President, LVIA





